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Abstract

  

The article addresses the issues of documentation in military agencies of the anti-Bolshevik and
Soviet governments. Many documents on activities of the military agencies survived the ups
and downs of the Civil War and the following events. These documents allow to study the
documentation in military agencies of the White and the Red army. As there has been little
document science research into the subject, the article draws mostly on archival documents on
the activities of military agencies of the anti-Bolshevik and Soviet governments. Having studied
the Tsarist era regulatory documents on records management in the army and archival
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documents from the Russian State Military Archive, the author concludes that the White army
preserved Tsarist era regulations concerning military documentation, as did the Red army prior
to the establishment of Soviet documentation system. The article divides military documentation
systems of the White and the Red army into the following groups: organizational documents,
administrative documents, official correspondence, and operative documents. It pays special
attention to comparison of document types and their execution. The author concludes that the
pre-revolutionary Russian military legislation on development and documentation in  the military
department was strictly observed in the White army. In the early 20th century, the Red Army
also continued to use pre-revolutionary documentation system and records management
practices in its military agencies. There were similarities in military documentation systems of
the both armies.
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