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Abstract

  

The article discusses techniques and methods used by the Soviet government to formulate the
historical myth of the revolutionary movement in Russia and of the 1917 revolution. Holidays in
Soviet Russia and later in the Soviet Union were not just days of relaxation. They served
educational function, formed new spiritual values, instilled a sense of engagement with the
events of 1917. As one of the ways to influence the mass consciousness, the festive events of
the first decades of the Soviet power formed public opinion and influenced perception of
historical and current events by the population. Popularization of the emerging official history of
the new socialist state, which had begun in 1917, was especially effective during celebrations
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owing to their inherent emotional component. The use of historical plots in various
dramatizations, mass actions, political processions, carnivals, and demonstrations of workers
created an appearance of the new government’s legitimacy, contributed to the formation of the
collective memory of the revolutionary days within the frameworks of their official interpretation.
The article uses archival materials of the Department of Agitation and Propaganda of the
Central Committee of the RCP (B.), which testify to the importance that the party authorities
attached to the scenarios of the festive events. Memoirs of the direct participants in the events
played their role in creating heroic myth of the revolution. An obligatory element of the
celebration of the anniversaries was meetings with workers revolutionaries and witnesses of the
revolutionary events that were arranged at the enterprises. Participation in these “evenings of
remembrance” became a way of “self-identification” of an individual in new, socialist society, for
speakers, as well as listeners. During these festive meetings, appearance of belonging, not only
to the heroic past, but also to the epic present, was created. Specifics and ideological
implications of the 1920s–30s memoirs contributed to the use of the “memorial boom” in the
forming official narrative of the revolution.

  

  

Keywords

  

Sources, historical memory, myth, October revolution of 1917, holidays, memoirs of the
participants, revolution, revolutionary movement.

  

  

Download the article: barysheva_doi

  

  

References

  

 2 / 5

images/stories/barysheva____doi.pdf


Mythologization of the History of the 1920-30s Festivities

ILLERITSKAYA, N. V. “Monumental'naya” versiya istorii Velikoi rossiiskoi revolyutsii 1917 g. v
sovremennoi rossiiskoi istoriografii [“Monumental” version of the Great Russian Revolution
history in modern historiography. In Russ.]. IN: Vestnik RGGU, 2018, no. 4, pp. 141-150.

  

KOLESNIKOVA, L. A. Istoriko-revolyutsionnaya memuaristika (1917-1935 gg.) kak massovyi
istochnik po istorii russkikh revolyutsii (metodika kolichestvennogo analiza). Dis. … dokt. Ist.
nauk [Historical and revolutionary memoirs (1917-1935) as a mass source on the history of
Russian revolutions: Methods of quantitative analysis: Dr. hist. sci. diss. In Russ.]. Moscow,
2005, 540 p.

  

LEVKIEVSKAYA, E. E. Russkaya ideya v kontekste istoricheskikh mifologicheskikh modelei i
mekhanizmy ikh obrazovaniya [The Russian idea in the context of historical mythological
models and the mechanisms of their formation. In Russ.]. IN:  Sovremennaya rossiiskaya
mifologiya [Modern Russian mythology. In Russ.]. Moscow, RGGU publ., 2005, pp. 175–206.

  

NEKLYUDOV, S. Yu. Struktura i funktsiya mifa [The structure and function of myth. In Russ.].
IN:  Sovremennaya rossiiskaya mifologiya [Modern Russian mythology. In Russ.]. Moscow,
RGGU publ., 2005, pp. 9–26.

  

NIKULENKOVA, E.V., TROPOV, I.A. Osveshchenie revolyutsionnykh sobytii 1917 goda v
Rossii v sovetskoi istoriografii 20-kh gg. [Interpretation of the revolutionary events of 1917 in
Russia in the Soviet historiography of the 1920s. In Russ.]. IN: Vestnik Leningradskogo
universiteta im. A. S. Pushkina [Bulletin of the A. S. Pushkin Leningrad University], 2015, vol. 4,
no. 2, pp. 78–84.

  

PETROV, Yu. A. Rossiiskaya revolyutsiya: problemy istoricheskoi pamyati [The Great Russian
revolution: Problems of historical memory. In Russ.]. IN: Gumanitarnyye nauki. Vestnik
finanskogo universiteta [Humanities: Bulletin of the Financial University], 2018, no. 1, pp. 6–9.

  

ROSENBERG, U. G. “Po tu storonu Velikoi Metaistorii”: Voiny i revolyutsii [“Beyond the Great
Meta-History” of War and Revolution. In Russ.]. IN: Epokha voin i revolyutsii (1914-1922) [The
Age of War and Revolution (1914-1922). In Russ.]. St. Petersburg, 2016, pp. 409 – 431.

  

 3 / 5



Mythologization of the History of the 1920-30s Festivities

CHURAKOV, D. O. 1917 g. v sovremennoi istoriografii: problemy i diskussii [1917 in the Modern
Historiography: Problems and Discussions. In Russ.]. IN: Novaya i noveyshaya istoriya, 2009,
no. 4, pp. 104–115.

  

CORNEY, F. C. Telling October: Memory and the Making of the Bolshevic Revolution. Ithaca,
Cornell univ. press, 2004, 320 p.

  

  

About author

  

Barysheva Elena Vladimirovna, PhD in History, associate professor, Russian State University
for the Humanities, department of theory and history of the historical science, head of the
department, +7-495-250-71-10, barysheva.ev@gmail.com

  

  

Submitted 14.04.2019, published (for сitation):

  

BARYSHEVA, E. V. Mifologizatsiya istorii v prazdnichnykh meropriyatiyakh 1920-1930-kh gg.
[Mythologization of the History of the 1920-30s Festivities. In Russ.]. IN: Vestnik arhivista /
Herald of an Archivist, 2020, no. 1, pp. 180-193. doi 10.28995/2073-0101-2020-1-180-193

  

  

You can read completely article in the russian historic-archival magazine “The Herald of
an Archivist”. Read more about terms of subscription here . 

 4 / 5

http://www.arhivemagazine.com/subscribe.html


Mythologization of the History of the 1920-30s Festivities

  Полностью материал публикуется в российском историко-архивоведческом
журнале ВЕСТНИК АРХИВИСТА. Ознакомьтесь с условиями подписки здесь . 

  

 5 / 5

http://www.vestarchive.ru/podpiska.html

