ON MOTIVES OF THE RULING BOLSHEVIKS COMMUNIST PARTY FOR ABOLISHING NATIONAL MULTI-P

ANFERTIEV I.A., Moscow, Russian Federation

ON MOTIVES OF THE RULING BOLSHEVIKS COMMUNIST PARTY FOR ABOLISHING
NATIONAL MULTI-PARTY SYSTEM

N.A. AHOEPTBEB, r. Mocksa, Poccuiickas ®enepauuns

O HEKOTOPbIX NPUYNHAX NKBUOALUMNMPABSLWEN KOMMYHUCTUYECKON
MNAPTUENBO/bILEB/KOB MHOMOMAPTUNHOCTW B CTPAHE

Abstract

Drawing on archival documents the article assesses motives of the Russian Communist Party
(Bolsheviks) officials for removal of political adversaries in the early 1920s. The first Soviet
Constitution (July 1918) made no mention of the Russian Communist Party (Bolsheviks) special
place among government agencies, officially the power resided in the people and was
implemented through Soviets elections on every level. This was a natural result of the
Constitution being designed by two parties, one of the Communists and the other of the Left
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SRs, while there still remained a multi-party system in the country. Thus, the Bolsheviks could
not capture a one-party system in the Constitution. The end of the Civil War saw a duality of
power: officially the authority resided in the Soviets, while actually the Russian Communist Party
(Bolsheviks) had gained a majority in Soviet agencies and ruled the country. In view of this,
studying activities of the R.C.P.(B.) in transit from the period Civil War to that of building of
socialism is considered of great significance. The early 1920s are of particular interest for a
historian as the sources are understudied and there are some difficulties of analyzing the
formation of distinctive party-state authorities, control agencies and the development of effective
managerial decisions. The article assesses the Bolsheviks abolishment of the Russian
multi-party system at the close of the Civil War and the increasingly larger role of the ruling
Communist Party in system of state agencies, their chosen means towards their ends, all of
which is of great importance in the crucial period of transit from one socioeconomic formation to
another.Drawing on a study of document collections from the Russian State Archive of
Socio-Political History (RGASPI), the article identifies grounds for abolishment of the Russian
multi-party system and activities highlights of the R.C.P.(B.) leadership.It analyses the
composition and content of the documents, as well as their information potential for the period
following the merger of the left socialist and social democratic parties and groups within the
R.C.P.(B.). The article offers an interpretation of the data in the archival sources and estimates
the reliability of some of them. It concludes that following the end of the Civil War the R.C.P.(B.)
leadership strived to promote the victory of the Global Socialist Revolution.

AHHOTaUMS

B cTtatbe Ha OCHOBe apXxmMBHbIX JOKYMEHTOB paccMaTpuBaloTCs MPUYNHbI yCTPaHEHUS
nesitensmy PKIM(6) nonmtuyeckux NnpoTuBHMKOB B Havane 1920-x rr. B nepBoi cCOBeTCKOM
KoHcTutyummn, npuHsToit B utone 1918 r., H1 cnoBoM He ynoMmuHaetcst o mecte PKI(6) Bo
BNACTHbIX CTPYKTypax, popManbHO BNacTb NpuHagnexana Hapoay u peannsosbiBanacb
yepe3 BbIbopbl CoBeTOB BCEX YPOBHEN. OB BSACHANOCH 3TO TEM, 4TO NPOEKT KOHCTUTYLIMM
FrOTOBUACS OBYMS MAPTUSMU - KOMMYHUCTaMu U NEBbIMU 3CEpaMu, a B CTpaHe B YCNOBUX
rpa>xaaHCcKom BOWHbI Mpogoxana cylwecTsoBaTb MHOronapTuiHasa cuctema. B cBasm ¢ aTum
3aKPENUTb KOHCTUTYLMOHHBIM akTOM O4HOMaPTUIAHY0 BNacTb 6onblesmkam He yaanock. C
OKOHYaHMEM B OCHOBHOM rpaAaHCKOM BOVHbI B CTpaHe yCTaHOBUIOCh ABOEBNacTue:
hopmManbHo BnacTb npuHapnexana Cosetam, oakTmyecku, Yepesd 60NbWNHCTBO B OpraHax
COBETCKOM BNacTn, ynpasnana cTpaHoPoccuinckas KoMMyHMCTUYeckas naptus
(6onbleBnkoB). B cBSI3M ¢ 3TUM NpeacTaBnsieTcs akTyanbHblM UCCNEL0BaHNE HEKOTOPbIX
BaXHbIX acnekToB aestenbHocTy PKI(6) B yCnoBMsaX OKOHYaHUS rpak,aaHCKOon BOVHbI U
nepexoga K CTpoUTenbCTBYy coumnanmama.Havano 1920-x rr. npeacTasnsieT ocobblit NUHTEpPEC B
CBS13U C HEAOCTATOYHOW N3YYEHHOCTbIO NCTOYHUKOBOW 6a3bl, 4TO NOPOX.AaeT 060 bEKTUBHBIE
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TPYOHOCTW ANS aHann3a rnpoLeccoB 0OPMUPOBaHUS CrieLumdnyecknx opraHos
NapTUAHO-roCcyfapCTBEHHOM BNacTU, KOHTPONS 3a HAMU, OCTUXEHUS 30 PEKTUBHOCTH
ynpaBneH4yeckux peweHnii. C aToi Lenbio paccmatpuBaeTcs npobnema nukeugaumm
PYKOBOACTBOM 60/bLIEBMKOB MHOrONApTUAHOCTK B POCCUMU Ha 3aKNOYMTENBHOM aTane
rpax.mnaHckon BOWHbI M BO3pacTaHus ponu npasgilen napTum B CUCTEME roCy0apCTBEHHOrO
yrnpasneHus, co3aaHuns, Kak npeacTasnanocb pykoBOACTBY NapTun, ado ek TUBHbIX
WHCTPYMEHTOB ANS1 AOCTUXEHMS HAMEYEHHbIX LieNeid, 4T0 0COBEHHO BaXHO B KPU3MNCHbIA
nepuof nepexona OT 04HOM COUManbHO-SKOHOMUYECKOW 1 MONNUTMYECKON doopMaumnm K
npyroin. Ha ocHoBe nccnenoBaHns Komriekca JOKYMeHTOB POCCUIACKOro rocyjapCcTBEHHOro
apxvBa coumanbHO-MONNTUYECKON NCTOPUM BbISIBNEHbBI NPUYMHBI TMKBUAALMN
MHOronapTUIAHOCTY B CTPaHe U 0CobeHHOCTM aesiTenbHocTu pykoBoactea PKI(6) B
yKasaHHOM HarnpasneHuu, NpeacTaBneH aHanna coctasa 4OKYMEHTOB, UX coAepXaHus,
NHPOPMaLIMOHHOIO NOTeHUWana nocne «BAMBaHWUS» NeBbIX COLNANUCTUYECKUX 1
couman-gemokpartunyeckux naptuii u rpynn B PKI(6). MomMmmo xapakTepucTk apxXmBHbIX
LOKYMEHTOB MpvBefeHa NHTepnpeTauns CBeaeHNn NCTOYHUKOB C OLLEHKON LOCTOBEPHOCTU
HEKOTOpPbIX U3 HWX, CAeNaH BbIBOL 0 HamepeHun pykosoactea PKI(6) nobusatbcsa n nocne
OKOHYaHUS rpaxaaHcKoi BoHbl B Poccrmn nobenbl coumannucTuyeckoi peBontoLnm B MMPOBOM
macwrabe.

Keywords

Archive, source, multi-party system, Russian Communist Party (Bolsheviks), Socialists
Revolutionaries (the SRs), Mensheviks, Global Socialist Revolution.

KnwodeBble cnoBa

ApXUB, NCTOYHMK, MHOrOMapTUIAHOCTb, Poccuiickast KOMMyHMUCTYecKas napTus
(6onblEBMKOB), 3CEPBI, MEHbLEBMKMN, MUPOBAS COLMANMCTUYECKAS PEBOIOLNS.

3/6



ON MOTIVES OF THE RULING BOLSHEVIKS COMMUNIST PARTY FOR ABOLISHING NATIONAL MULTI-P/

References

1. Balabanova A. Moja zhizn' — bor'ba. Memuary russkoj socialistki. 1897—-1938 gg. [My life is
strife: Memoirs of a Russian socialist: 1897-1938]. Moscow, Centrpoligraf publ., 2007.

2. Besedovskij G.Z. Na putjah k termidoru [Towards Thermidor]. Moscow, Sovremennik publ.,
1997.

3. Gusev A.V. Stalinizm glazami trockistov: Diskussii 0 haraktere stalinskogo rezhima v srede
levoj kommunisticheskoj oppozicii v konce 1920-h - 1930-e gg [Stalinism as viewed by
Trotskyists: Discussions of the nature of the Stalin's regime among left Communist opposition in
late 1920s — 1930s]. Politicheskie i social'nye aspekty istorii stalinizma [Political and social
aspects of Stalinism]. Moscow, ROSSPJeN publ., 2015.

4. Morozov K.N. Sudebnyj process socialistov-revoljucionerov i tjuremnoe protivostojanie
(1922-1926): jetika i taktika protivoborstva [The Socialist Revolutionaries trial and prison
standoff (1922-1926): Ethics and tactics of confrontation]. Moscow, ROSSPJeN publ., 2005.

5. Men'sheviki v 1918 godu [Mensheviks in 1918]. Moscow, ROSSPJeN publ., 1999;
Men'sheviki v 1919—1920 gg.[Mensheviksin 1919-1920]. Moscow, ROSSPJeN publ., 2000;
Men'sheviki v 1921—1922 gg. [Mensheviks in 1921-1922]. Moscow, ROSSPJeN publ., 2002.

6. Suslov A.Ju. Socialisty-revoljucionery v Sovetskoj Rossii: istochniki i istoriografija [Socialist
Revolutionaries in Soviet Russia: Sources and studies]. Kazan, 1zd-voKazan. gos. tehnol.
un-tapubl., 2007.

4/6



ON MOTIVES OF THE RULING BOLSHEVIKS COMMUNIST PARTY FOR ABOLISHING NATIONAL MULTI-P/

Cnvcok nutepartypbl

1. BanabaHoBa A. Mosi xun3Hb — 6opbba. Memyapsbl pycckoi counanucTkun. 1897—1938 rr. - M.:
Llentpnonurpad, 2007.

2. beceposckun I'.3. Ha nyTax k tTepmungopy. — M.: CoBpeMeHHuK, 1997.

3. N'yces A.B. CtanuHuam rnazamm TpoukncTos: [luckyccum o xapaktepe CTanmHCKOro
pexunma B cpene nesort KOMMYHUCTMYECKOM onno3uumm B koHue 1920-x - 1930-e rr //
lMonuTtnyeckue n coumnanbHbie acrnekTol uctopum ctanmHmama. - M.: POCCI13H, 2015.

4. Mopo3zos K.H. CynebHbiii npouecc counanucToB-peBONIOLNOHEPOB U TIOPEMHOE
npoTuBocTosiHMe (1922-1926): aTuka 1 TakTuka npotnsobopctea. — M.: POCCII3H, 2005.

5. MeHnbwesukn B 1918 rogy / OTtB. pen. 3. Mannnn, A. Henapokos; OTB. cocT. [I. [MaBnos. —
M.: POCCIT9H, 1999; MeHbwesnku B 1919—1920 rr. / OTB. pea.: 3. anunu, A. HeHapokos;
OrB. coct. [. NMaenos. — M.: POCCI139H, 2000; MeHbwesukn B 1921—1922 rr. / OTB. pea.: 3.
"anunu, A. Henapokos; OTB. cocT. . NMaBnos. — M.: POCCI19H, 2002.

6. Cycnos A.1O. CounanucTbl-pesontounoHepbl B CoBeTckon Poccumn: UCTOYHMKN 1
nctopuorpadgpusa. — Kasanb: M34-80 KasaH. roc. TexHon. yH-ta, 2007.

CsepneHns 06 aBTOpax

AHepTbeB ViBaH AHatonbeBmy, KaHONOAT NCTOPUYECKUX HAYK, OOLEHT, Npodeccop
Kagoenpbl uctopum Poccun HoBewwero BpeMeHn Poccuinckoro rocyapctBeHHOro

5/6



ON MOTIVES OF THE RULING BOLSHEVIKS COMMUNIST PARTY FOR ABOLISHING NATIONAL MULTI-P/

ryMaHuUTapHoOro yHmeepcuteTa, r. Mocksa, Poccuinckaa ®enepaums, 8-916-252-28-22,
vestarchive@gmail.com

About author

Anfertiev lvan Anatolievich, PhD in History, associate professor, professor of the department of
modern history of Russia of the Russian State University for the Humanities, Moscow, Russian
Federation, +7-916-252-28-22, vestarchive@gmail.com

You can read completely article in the russian historic-archival magazine “The Herald of
an Archivist”. Read more about terms of subscription here.

MonHocTblo MaTepuan Ny6nmkyeTcs B pPOCCUMCKOM UCTOPUKO-apXUBOBELYECKOM
xypHane BECTHUK APXUBUCTA. O3HakoMbTeCb C YCNOBUAMM NOAMNUCKMU 30€Ch .

6/6


http://www.arhivemagazine.com/subscribe.html
http://www.vestarchive.ru/podpiska.html

