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The article reviews the history of the General Archive of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the
Russian Empire. Its history remains little-studied. The archive was created in 1865 as a result of
consolidation of the archives of the Ministry of Internal Affairs central agencies. It was created
as a part of the General Affairs Department. The attempt to centralize the archives of the
Ministry of Internal Affairs was inconsistent. The current archives of the Department for Spiritual
Affairs of Foreign Confessions and the Zemstvo Department were preserved, although their “old
years” materials were transferred to the General Archive of the Ministry of Internal Affairs. The
archive of the Police Department also remained separate. In the early 19th century, the director
of this department offered to transfer its archives to the General Archive of the Ministry of
Internal Affairs, but it was called off due to lack of space. The main obstacle to successful
centralization of the archives of the Ministry of Internal Affairs was insufficient funding and
space. Construction of a building to house the archives did not help. In the early 20th century
the staff of the archive consisted of three people. The General Archive of the Ministry of Internal
Affairs deposited files for storage, provided their expertise and description, as well as reference
files. There was no research or publication. The archive did not gain status of an independent
institution within the Ministry of Internal Affairs. This situation persisted until 1917. But despite
all the difficulties the General Archive of the Ministry of Internal Affairs successfully carried out
its work on the storage of archival documents, as well as reference work in the interests of the
Ministry of Internal Affairs. The procedure adopted for receiving, organizing, and storing files in
the archive complied with the principle of provenance and promoted later adoption of this
principle in the Russian archives. The efforts of archival staff preserved documents of the
Ministry of the Interior of the Russian Empire until in 1918 they were included of the Unified
State Archival Fond of the RSFSR.

  

  

Keywords

  

  

General Archive of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Russian
Empire, General Affairs Department, archive of the Department for Spiritual Affairs of Foreign
Confessions, archive of the Zemstvo Department, Police Department, centralization of archives

  

 2 / 5



Revisiting the History of Centralization of the Archives of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Russian Empire: 1865-1918

  

Download the article: raskin_doi

  

  

References

  

  

KITLOVA, E. A. Istoriya Obshchego arkhiva Ministerstva imperatorskogo dvora. Avtoref. diss…
kand. ist. nauk [History of the General Archive of the Ministry of the Imperial Court. Cand. hist.
sci. diss. In Russ.]. Moscow, 2005, 185 p.

  

MAYAKOVSKII I. L. Ocherki po istorii arhivnogo dela v SSSR. Izd. 2-e, ispr. i dop. [Essays on
the history of archiving in the USSR. 2nd ed., revis. and enlarge. In Russ.]. - Moscow, 1960. –
215 p.

  

RASKIN, D. I. Arkhiv Ministerstva narodnogo prosveshcheniya (1803-1918) ot pridatka
kantselyarii k uchenomu uchrezhdeniyu [Archive of the Ministry of Education (1803-1918) from
appendage of the office to academic institution. In Russ.]. IN: Vestnik RGGU.  Seriya
“Dokumentovedenie i arkhivovedenie. Informatika. Zashchita informatsii i informatsionnaya
bezopasnost'” [Bulletin of the RSUH. Series: Document and archival science. Informatics.
Information security], 2016, no. 4 (6), pp. 17–27.

  

RASKIN, D. [I.]. Arkhiv Rossiiskoi imperii: Sud'ba dokumental'nogo naslediya vysshih i
tsentral'nyh uchrezhdenii Rossiiskoi imperii [Archive of the Russian Empire: The Fate of the
Documentary Heritage of Higher and Central Institutions of the Russian Empire. In Russ.].
Saarbr?cken, Palmarium Academic Publishing, 2015, 665 p.

  

 3 / 5

images/stories/raskin_doi.pdf


Revisiting the History of Centralization of the Archives of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Russian Empire: 1865-1918

SAMOSHENKO, V. N. Istoriya arkhivov dorevolyutsionnoi Rossii: ucheb. posobie dlya vuzov
[History of archives in pre-revolutionary Russia: A study guide. In Russ.]. Moscow, Vysshaya
shkola publ., 1989, 215 p.

  

  

About author

  

  

Raskin David Iosifovich, PhD in History, St. Petersburg State University, professor, St.
Petersburg, Russian Federation, +7–911-121-36-78, d.raskin@mail.ru

  

  

Submitted 13.02.2019, published (for сitation):

  

  

RASKIN, D. I. Iz istorii tsentralizatsii arkhivov Ministerstva vnutrennikh del Rossiiskoi imperii.
1865–1918 gg. [Revisiting the History of Centralization of the Archives of the Ministry of Internal
Affairs of the Russian Empire: 1865-1918. In Russ.]. IN: Vestnik arhivista / Herald of an
Archivist, 2019, no. 4, pp. 985-994. doi 10.28995/2073-0101-2019-4-985-994

  

  

 4 / 5



Revisiting the History of Centralization of the Archives of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Russian Empire: 1865-1918

You can read completely article in the russian historic-archival magazine “The Herald of
an Archivist”. Read more about terms of subscription here . 

  Полностью материал публикуется в российском историко-архивоведческом
журнале ВЕСТНИК АРХИВИСТА. Ознакомьтесь с условиями подписки здесь . 

  

 5 / 5

http://www.arhivemagazine.com/subscribe.html
http://www.vestarchive.ru/podpiska.html

