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Abstract

  

The article analyses the corpus of documents from the fonds of the Russian State Military
History Archive, formed in the 1830s during the General Staff officer Feodor Turnau’s
expeditions of to the Black Sea coast zone, which lay outside the Imperial control. Although his
activities among the Circassian tribes can be termed one of the best Russian secret scouting
missions and his memoirs published in 1864 are still considered an important source for
studying the military and political history of the region, materials and reports of the survey
missions have never been examined in modern Caucasus studies. The author compares the
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data included by Turnau in his secret reports to the Imperial authorities with what he mentioned
in his memoirs. It shows which issues the Imperial authorities and the Caucasus Army
command were interested in during the Russo-highlanders confrontation of the second half of
the 1830s. The materials collected by F. F. Turnau can be useful not only in terms of clarifying
certain aspects of his personal activities, but also in demonstrating the running of secret survey
scouting in unexplored and dangerous ethnic territories off the Imperial frontier. They show high
erudition and good training of the candidates selected from the ranks of the General Staff
officers to run these scouting missions. The correspondence of the Caucasus Army commander
with the central authorities in St. Petersburg on the issue of Turnau’s captivity shows differences
in their understanding of the Russo-Caucasus relations. The author comes to the conclusion
that the corpus of collected materials on topography, ethnography, political and cultural
description of the Transkubanian region peoples could have formed a basis for a revision of the
Imperial stand on the subjugation of tribal groups. Although this political alternative was missed,
the materials collected by Turnau became a precious addition to the Caucasus studies source
base.

  

  

Keywords

  

Military survey of the Caucasus, military statistics, ethnocultural descriptions, historical sources,
archive documents, General Staff, Quartermastership.

  

  

Download the article: tkachenko_doi

  

  

References

  

 2 / 4

images/stories/tkachenko__doi.pdf


Review of the Materials of the Baron F. F. Turnau’s Military Survey Expeditions on the Black Sea Coast of the Caucasus in the 1830s

DZIDZARIYA, G. A. F. F. Tornau i ego kavkazskie materialy [F. F. Turnau and his Caucasus
materials. In Russ.]. Moscow, Nauka publ., 1976, 130 p.

  

KEFEROV, B; TUGANOV, R. “Pravde ne izmenil…Rasskazal kak bylo” [“I haven’t corrupted the
truth… Told how it all happened.” In Russ.]. IN: Sekretnaya missiya v Cherkesiyu russkogo
razvedchika Barona F. F. Tornau [The secret mission of the Russian scout, Baron F. F. Turnau
in Cherkessia. In Russ.]. Nalchik, Jel'-Fa publ., 1999, pp.5–6.

  

KOLOSOVSKAYA T. A. “Skrytnye obozreniia zemel' nepriiaznennykh nam gortsev”:
razvedyvatel'naia deiatel'nost' rossiiskikh voennykh na Kavkaze v 30-e gg. XIX v. [“Secret
survey of the hostile highlanders’ lands”: Intelligence activities of the Russian military in the
Caucasus in the 1830s. In Russ.]. IN: Armiya i obshchestvo, 2013, no 1 (33), pp. 175–182.

  

TORNAU, F. F. Vospominaniya Kavkazskogo ofitsera [Memoirs of the Caucasus Officer. In
Russ.]. Moscow, AIRO-XXI publ., 2008, 456 p.

  

WAGNER, M. Travels in Persia, Georgia and Koordistan. London, Hurst and Blackett publ.,
1856, vol. 1, 320 p.

  

  

About the authors

  

Tkachenko Dmitry Sergeevich, PhD in History, associate professor, North-Caucasus Federal
University, Humanitarian Institute, Department of Russian History, professor, Stavropol,
Russian Federation, +7-906-499-23-64, tkdmsg@rambler.ru

  

  

 3 / 4



Review of the Materials of the Baron F. F. Turnau’s Military Survey Expeditions on the Black Sea Coast of the Caucasus in the 1830s

Grant information

  

The reported study has been funded by the Russian Foundation for Basic Research within the
frameworks of the research project no. 19-09-00037 “Military specialists in Caucasian studies of
the Russian Empire: Historical biographies, research practices and scientific heritage.”

  

  

Submitted 14.11.2019, published (for citation):

  

TKACHENKO, D. S. Obzor dokumentov voenno-razvedyvatel'nykh ekspeditsii barona F. F.
Tornau na Chernomorskoe poberezh'e Kavkaza. 1830-e gg. [Review of the Materials of the
Baron F. F. Turnau’s Military Survey Expeditions on the Black Sea Coast of the Caucasus in the
1830s. In Russ.]. IN: Vestnik arhivista / Herald of an Archivist, 2020, no. 3, pp. 664-675.doi
10.28995/2073-0101-2020-3-664-675

  

  

You can read completely article in the russian historic-archival magazine “The Herald of
an Archivist”. Read more about terms of subscription here . 

  Полностью материал публикуется в российском историко-архивоведческом
журнале ВЕСТНИК АРХИВИСТА. Ознакомьтесь с условиями подписки здесь . 

  

 4 / 4

http://www.arhivemagazine.com/subscribe.html
http://www.vestarchive.ru/podpiska.html

