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Abstract

Drawing on archival materials from the State Archive of Russian Federation and the Russian
State Archive of Social and Political History, the article studies activities of the Yaroslavl
gubernia organization of the RCP (B) and its interactions with the Left Socialist Revolutionaries
on various political issues in June–July 1918. During this period, numerous conflicts occurred
between representatives of two Soviet parties, which was reflected in the policies of local
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Bolsheviks, among whom there sprung several groups with different views on cooperation with
the Left Socialist Revolutionary party. Studying the conflict in the Yaroslavl party organization
and identifying its causes and main participants has its novelty. Archival documents are being
introduces into scientific use that shed light on the circumstances of this conflict in the context of
socio-political situation of summer 1918. The author examines the attitude of local leaders of the
RCP (B) to regional representatives of the Left Socialist Revolutionaries and explores the
relationship between the leadership of the Bolshevik Party and the Yaroslavl Bolsheviks on local
politics issues. The analysis of archival documents suggests the existence of two opposing
points of view on relations between the Bolsheviks and the Left Socialist Revolutionaries in the
Yaroslavl party organization of the RCP (B), which caused controversy among Yaroslavl
Bolsheviks. A significant role in strengthening of the controversy in the Yaroslavl party
organization was played by the military commissar S. M. Nakhimson who succeeded in
changing rules for electing delegates to the Congress of Soviets of the Yaroslavl province. The
conflict in the Yaroslavl party organization was closely connected with activities of the Left
Social Revolutionaries who had great influence in the gubernia. Some Yaroslavl Bolsheviks
sought to continue cooperation and opposed strengthening confrontation. However, in early
July, Nakhimson’s position prevailed among the members of the Yaroslavl organization of the
RCP (B). Having studied the archival documents, the author concludes that it was the
irreconcilable position of Nakhimson on Bolsheviks and Left Socialist Revolutionaries
cooperation that caused the split of the provincial Congress of Soviets and the crisis of power,
which the White Guard used to organize the Yaroslavl insurgency.
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