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Abstract

  

The article analyzes the content of the leading experts’ discussions on the outcome of
restoration and technical re-equipment of oil industry in the 1920s. The study is based on key
principles of historical knowledge: historicism, consistency, and objectivity, which allows the
authors to avoid ideological implications when analyzing sources and to determine the
backbone of the experts’ disagreement on optimal strategy for oil industry development. So far,
the modern historiography hasn’t given a full picture of conceptual approaches to this problem
that emerged among leading oil industry workers. The article is to study major assessments of
the industry recovery and its proposed strategies and nature of contradiction. It draws on
discussion in the Scientific and Technical Council of the Supreme Soviet of the National
Economy and on main conclusions set forth in A.P. Serebrovsky’s book and memorandum. It
uses documents from the Russian State Archive of Economics and the Russian State Archive of
Socio-Political History (personal provenance fond of G. K. Ordzhonikidze). The theory of
modernization is judged an adequate concept contributing to the elucidation of the topic. The
study of archival and other materials allows the authors not only to evaluate colossal efforts
made during the “rationalization” in the days of new economic policy, but also to show its
significance for national economy development in the context of modernization processes. The
studied documents make it possible, for instance, to determine how oil workers’ heated
discussions in summarizing and identifying key factors of success arose from the need to form a
development strategy for the oil industry and to reorganize its management. Analysis of various
points of view shows that leading experts mostly recognized great importance of technical
revolution, nationalization, and increasing centralization in the oil industry, which became a
significant source for and a component of industrialization
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