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Abstract

  

The problem of existence of the camp (penitentiary) justice in the USSR remains practically
unexplored. Neither has not been studied the development of its personnel. The article is to
highlight the stages of the personnel potential formation of camp courts and to determine the
significance of the elections of 1948–49 to the camp courts. The article is based on an analysis
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of previously unpublished documents stored in the State Archive of the Russian Federation and
the Russian State Archives of Socio-Political History. The work is based on the use of historical,
genetic, and systemic methods. For the first time, the dynamics of the development of
personnel in the penitentiary justice has been revealed. There are two main stages. At the first
stage, in 1944–48, the increase in formal indicators (legal education, age, work experience) was
slow. The judges were selected and appointed by the People's Commissariat (Ministry) of
Justice. The turning point was the election of judges of the penitentiary justice held in 1948–49.
During the campaign, no more than 30% of staff by was renewed. Therefore, at the second
stage, in 1949–54, the formal indicators of judges increased significantly. This, in its turn,
influenced the quality of the hearings. In the early 1950s the formal indicators of the quality of
the work of these bodies grew. By 1953 camp courts had higher formal cadre rates than
people's courts. At the same time, the rates were lower than the indicators of supreme, regional,
regional courts and other special courts. The new system for selection of personnel for
penitentiary courts created new difficulties. For example, the Ministry of Justice was unable to
make prompt appointments of judges on vacant positions. There was no consistent personnel
reserve. Therefore, bypassing all existing norms, the practice of appointing trainee judges
appeared. The sources of staff renewal in penitentiary courts remained stable during all studied
period. These included other bodies of Soviet justice, such as people's courts, prosecution
agencies. In penitentiary courts, the percentage of young staff with higher education was
practically absent or insignificant. This ensured reception of trained staff, but led to a shortage
of staff in donor bodies. Simultaneously with the election of judges of the camp courts in
1948–49, elections of people's assessors for these bodies took place. Among them, guards and
camp workers predominated. Therefore, the camp courts were dependent on the penitentiary
administration or were loyal to it.
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