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Abstract

  

The paper is devoted to the development of archiving in Azerbaijan in the period after the
adoption in 1999 of the Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan "On the National Archival Fund,”
which marked the transition to a consistent renewal of the state policy of Azerbaijan in the
archival sphere, and up to the present. The purpose of the article is to review the most
important aspects of archival construction in modern Azerbaijan, including the modernization of
the regulatory base and material and technical base for the work of archives, increasing their
importance in the system of public administration and social development. The authors note
that, having gone through a difficult initial stage of reforms in the 1990s, the archival system of
the Republic of Azerbaijan has retained its institutional structure that had developed during the
Soviet period and the basis of qualified archivists personnel. The 1999 law created a legal
platform for organizing orderly acquisition, accounting, storage, and use of documents of the
National Archival Fund of Azerbaijan, and also served as an incentive to update the scientific
and methodological foundations of archiving. The Decree of the first President of Azerbaijan
Heydar Aliyev "On the improvement of archives in the Republic of Azerbaijan" issued in 2002
confirmed the intension of the leadership of Azerbaijan to increase the role of the archival
service in the system of state institutions and public life of the country, which was reflected in a
number of practical measures highlighted in the article. Among the achievements of archival
construction in Azerbaijan in the 21st century are expansion and modernization of storage
facilities, transition to planned acquisition, introduction of electronic forms of accounting and of
scientific reference apparatus. Currently, Azerbaijan is implementing the “State Program for the
Development of Archival Work in the Republic of Azerbaijan for 2020-2025,” which involves
further modernization of regulatory and technological foundations of archiving, including
digitization of the NAF, as well increasing the archives’ role in the scientific and cultural life of
the country. The data of the sources allows us to conclude that archiving in Azerbaijan in the
21st century is going through a successful stage of modernization. The archival service of
Azerbaijan has the potential to effectively resolve current problems existing in the industry: need
for new premises and to replenish the state archives with personnel with special archival
education, etc. The paper provides information on the development of archiving and the training
of archivists in the Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic of Azerbaijan in the 2010s.

  

  

Keywords

  

 2 / 5



Archiving in the Azerbaijan Republic: The Stage of Modernization, 1999–2021

Archives, archiving, Azerbaijan, CIS, historical and archival heritage of Azerbaijan, digitalization
of archives, Russian State University for the Humanities.

  

  

Download the article: pivovar_khanova_katagoshchina_doi

  

  

References

  

Analiticheskii obzor o razvitii arkhivnogo dela v Azerbaidzhanskoi Respublike v 1999–2010 gg.
[ANDREEVA, N. M. (comp.). Analytical review on the development of archiving in the Republic
of Azerbaijan in 1999–2010. In Russ.]. IN: Rosarkhiv website [online]. Available at:
https://archives.gov.ru/book/export/html/2225?ysclid=kzft1z4wi4  (accessed 18.05.2022).

  

MUSAEVA, S. Kh. Organizatsiya i funktsionirovanie Natsional'nogo arkhivnogo upravleniya v
Azerbaidzhane [Organization and functioning of the National Archival Administration in
Azerbaijan. In Russ.] IN: Vestnik arkhivista / Herald of an Archivist, January 12, 2019. [Online].
Available at: 
https://www.vestarchive.ru/za-rybejom/4016-organizaciia-i-fynkcionirovanie-nacionalnogo-arhivn
ogo-ypravleniia-v-azerbaidjane.pdf (accessed 18.05.2022).

  

PIVOVAR, E.I., MUKHIN, M. Yu., AGAKISHIEV, I.A. Respublika Azerbaydzhan. Ocherk
politicheskoi, ekonomicheskoi istorii i istorii kul'tury [Republic of Azerbaijan. Essay on political,
economic and cultural history. In Russ.] IN: Trudy Instituta postsovetskikh i mezhregional'nykh
issledovanii. Vyp. III. Azerbaidzhanovedenie [PIVOVAR, E. I. (ed.). Publications of the Institute
of post-Sovietand interregional studies. Issue III. Azerbaijan’s Studies. In Russ.]. Moscow,
RGGU publ., 2020, pp. 209–211.

  

 3 / 5

images/stories/pivovar_khanova_katagoshchina_doi_2022_4.pdf


Archiving in the Azerbaijan Republic: The Stage of Modernization, 1999–2021

SABENNIKOVA, I. V. Monitoring sostoyaniya arkhivnogo dela v gosudarstvakh - uchastnikakh
SNG (po dannym ekspertnogo oprosa VNIIDAD) 1991-2017 godov [Monitoring of the state of
archiving in the CIS member states (according to the expert survey of VNIIDAD) 1991-2017. In
Russ.]. IN: Vestnik VNIIDAD / Herald of VNIIDAD, 2019, no. 5, pp. 71–81.

  

  

About the authors

  

Pivovar Efim Iosifovich, PhD in History, professor, academician of the Russian Academy оf
Sciences, Russian State University for the Humanities, President; Institute for Post-Soviet and
Interregional Studies, Director; M. V. Lomonosov Moscow State University, department of
history of near abroad countries, head of the department; Russian Society of Historians and
Archivists, chairman, Moscow, Russian Federation, +7-495-250-66-93, rggu@rggu.ru

  

Khanova Irina Evgenevna, PhD in Philosophy, Russian State University for the Humanities,
department of post-Soviet abroad, assistant professor, Moscow, Russian Federation,
+7-495-250-66-93, irkh_76@mail.ru

  

Katagoshchina Marya Vsevolodovna, PhD in History, Moscow Pedagogical State University,
International Center for Pedagogical Education, leading specialist, Moscow, Russian
Federation, +7-499-724-83-35, marya.katagoshina@yandex.ru

  

  

Submitted 22.05.2022, published (for citation):

  

PIVOVAR, E. I., KHANOVA, I. E., KATAGOSHCHINA, M. V. Arkhivnoe delo v
Azerbaidzhanskoi Respublike: etap modernizatsii. 1999–2021 gg. [Archiving in the Azerbaijan
Republic: The Stage of Modernization, 1999–2021. In Russ.]. IN: Vestnik arhivista / Herald of an

 4 / 5



Archiving in the Azerbaijan Republic: The Stage of Modernization, 1999–2021

Archivist, 2022, no. 4, pp. 1082-1093. doi 10.28995/2073-0101-2022-4-1082-1093

  

  

You can read completely article in the russian historic-archival magazine “The Herald of
an Archivist”. Read more about terms of subscription here . 

  Полностью материал публикуется в российском историко-архивоведческом
журнале ВЕСТНИК АРХИВИСТА. Ознакомьтесь с условиями подписки здесь . 

  

 5 / 5

http://www.arhivemagazine.com/subscribe.html
http://www.vestarchive.ru/podpiska.html

