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Abstract

The article considers the possibility of using official requests of scientists to territorial state
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agencies for statistics in Western Siberia to study the demographic history of the region. The
history of the population of the Soviet Union remains poorly studied, despite huge number of
works devoted to the topic. During the Soviet period, entire eras were not covered in statistics
and science. The authorities hid negative consequences of the modernization and huge losses
following wars, famine, and repression. In addition to direct concealment of statistical
information, data falsification was widely practiced. The first postwar fifteen years are a typical
example of Soviet statistics. There was no published information on the population until 1957.
The first post-war estimates dated back to April 1956 and were not confirmed by the 1959
census. After the next census, statistical agencies recalculated the dynamics of the population
and all indicators of its natural movement. In the USSR, there was an underestimation of
demographic events. This is especially true for the mortality. Statistical agencies collected,
rechecked, and clarified the collected data; the information was not only corrected, but also
subjected to a comprehensive analysis. Dynamic series on the population and its natural
movement by regions and edges were never published. The transfer of statistical materials to
the state archives has not yet been conducted in full; the available materials contain large data
gaps. Sometimes the data was distorted intentionally or accidentally. Publications of the Central
Statistical Administration (TsSU) and statistical directorates for regions and territories
sometimes differ. The author has made requests directly to the territorial bodies of state
statistics of the regions of Western Siberia. The official responses contained information
collected and calculated by the same procedure. Chronological period is 1950-70. The decade
of 1950-59 was a period when population data was virtually not published. For the period of
1959-70 there were some fragmentary publications, but they did not give a complete picture.
Materials contain data on the population (including urban and rural), absolute number of births,
deaths (including children under 1 year old). All materials on urban and rural population are
given for the whole region. The responses contain indicators of natural movement, including
infant mortality. The peculiarity of the information provided is that all data on absolute numbers
and indicators of natural movement are recalculated on the basis of the 1970 census. This
makes it possible to compare it with previously published data, especially in collections “for
official use.” Thus, the responses of statistical agencies allow us to fill the gaps in the
demographic history of the regions of Western Siberia. Western Siberia is considered within the
borders of the eponymous economic region at the time of the 1959 census: the Altai Krai,
Kemerovo, Novosibirsk, Omsk, and Tomsk regions.
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