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Abstract

  

  

This article, based on materials from the State Archives of the Yaroslavl Region (SAYaR) and
the Rybinsk Branch Archives (RBF SAYaR), examines the specifics of criminal prosecution of
attempted spousal murder cases in Yaroslavl province. This topic is relevant due to the pressing
need to preserve the traditional family and the unresolved problem of domestic violence. The
study utilized general scientific and historical research methods (historical-genetic and
historical-comparative), as well as methods used in studying the history of everyday life. The
specific nature of the cases under study necessitated the use of a gender approach, allowing for
the examination of the differences in the conduct of judicial proceedings between men and
women. Attempted spousal murder in the provinces is rarely the subject of independent
research and is more often explored in the context of broader studies on the everyday family life
of various segments of the population and marital conflicts. Working with unpublished archival
materials allowed us to examine specific court cases and unique family situations, using these
as examples to identify the challenges of law enforcement and the attitudes of the state and the
regional judicial system toward criminals of different genders. The author examines the reasons
that motivated spouses to attempt on the life of their husband or wife, noting their similarities.
The stages of legal proceedings in the early 1860s and throughout the remaining period
following the transformation of the judicial system, as well as their goals and main content, are
summarized. The length of legal proceedings in male and female cases is analyzed, and the
factors that delayed the process are noted. The main part of the work is devoted to examining
the circumstances of the cases, the charges brought and the punishments actually received by
criminals, opportunities to evade justice, and the courts' handling of "slander." A source study
analysis of Yaroslavl materials from various court proceedings revealed a relatively adequate
attitude toward female criminals on the part of judicial institutions at various levels, as well as
court attempts to acquit not only men but also women on reasonable grounds, although, in
essence, no one was protected from violence at the hands of their significant other. Studying
this problem from a historical perspective will be useful for understanding the causes of violence
in modern Russian families and developing more effective strategies for preventing domestic
violence.
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