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the materials of the Main Directorate for Interaction with Law Enforcement and Military Agencies
of the Chelyabinsk region, 2003-2016

Abstract

The article is devoted to the problem of migration in the Russia-Kazakhstan border-zone in
2003-2016. Historiography on this topic is still in its infancy, published works are often
interdisciplinary and rely almost on archival funds. Currently, the development of historical
research in the field of migration and frontier studies is hampered by an insufficiently studied
source base, primarily specialized archival funds and document collections reflecting migration
processes in the border-zone, and assessments by regional authorities of the risks associated
with border status. To further enhance scientific knowledge on the issue, it is important for the
historical community to understand what materials on this issue are available in archives, their
potential, and the range of topics that can be studied based on these documents. Thus, the
repository of the United State Archive of the Chelyabinsk Region (OGACHO) has a fund of the
Main Directorate for Interaction with Law Enforcement and Military Agencies, which revealed
valuable documents for the period when cooperation between the Russian and Kazakh sides on
the preventing illegal migration and smuggling was intensifying. This occurred against the
background of strengthening cooperation between the authorities and security agencies of the
Russian and Kazakh regions after the 2003 Forum of Border Regions in Omsk. The materials of
the archive fund are limited to 2016, when large-scale reforms of the Ministry of Internal Affairs
took place and the accumulated documents were transferred to the archive for safekeeping.
The materials of the extended meetings of the FSB Board and the Security Council of the
Chelyabinsk region can provide a systematic understanding of cross-border security issues to
the historians. During these meetings, the annual work of government and law enforcement
agencies was summarized, including various statistical indicators, challenges to cross-border
security were outlined and so on. The introduction of these documents into scholarly will help
better understand the migration situation on the border with Kazakhstan over the past two
decades. Taking into account the limited volume of the manuscript, the author focused primarily
on the interactions of enforcement agencies in the Chelyabinsk and Kostanay regions, as well
as on the the characteristics of illegal migration and smuggling routes across the border. Such
documents are just beginning to be introduced into scholarly, so it is crucial to expand the
source base and incorporate data from the archives of other Russian and Kazakh regions to
continue the research.

217



Migration in the Russia-Kazakhstan Border-Zone, the potential of regional sources, Based on the material

Keywords

Migration and the Russian frontier in Asia, migration processes, border-zone, Russian-Kazakh
borderland, Chelyabinsk region, Kostanay region, cross-border cooperation, 2003 Forum of
Border Regions in Omsk, sources.

Download the article: avdashkin doi

References

Vodichev, E. G. (2019). Eastern Europe and Asian Russia, A Comparative Analysis of
Cross-Border Interaction Mechanisms, Ural Historical Journal, no. 3, pp. 57-64.

Doroshenko, S. V. (2020). Comparative Analysis of Small Entrepreneurship in the Border

3/7


images/stories/avdashkin_doi_2026_1.pdf

Migration in the Russia-Kazakhstan Border-Zone, the potential of regional sources, Based on the material

Regions of Russia and Kazakhstan, Economy of regions, no. 3, pp. 712-724.

Dunets, A. N. (2022). Geographical Identity of the "Greater Altai" Concept and Promising Areas
of Cross-Border Cooperation in the Region, Sustainable Development of Mountain Territories,
no. 4, pp. 546-554.

Karpenko, M. S., Sebentsov, A. B. (2020). Demographic and Sociocultural Challenges to
Cross-Border Cooperation on the Russian-Kazakh Border, Vestnik of Saint-Petersburg
University. Earth Sciences, no. 3, pp. 454—474.

Korzhenevsky, K. B. (2022) Russian-Kazakhstan Borderland, from Administrative Borders of
Kazakhstan in RSFSR to Modern State Borders, Nauchnyi dialog, no. 9, pp. 373-391.

Roy, O. M. (2020). Features of the socio-economic development of border districts of Omsk
Oblast in the context of demographic decline, Herald of Omsk University, Series: Economics,
2020, no. 3, pp. 123—-135.

Sagindikov, R. E. (2013). Russia-Kazakhstan Border Cooperation and its Impact on Two States’
Economic Security, RUDN Journal of Russian History, no. 4, pp. 136—141.

Simonyan, R. Kh. (2022). Students of the Russia and Kazakhstan Border Regions on the
Problems of Good Neighborliness in the Conditions of Rapprochement Between Europe and
Asia, Sociological Studies, no. 5, pp. 114-122.

Urbanski, S. (2023). Beyond the Steppe Frontier, The History of the Russian-Chinese Border,
Moscow, Novoye Literaturnoye Obozrenie, 480 p.

Zotova, M. V., Gritsenko, A. A., Sebentsov, A. B. (2018). Everyday Life in the Russian
Borderland, Motives and Factors of Cross-Border Practices, Universe of Russia, no. 4, pp.
56-77.

4/7



Migration in the Russia-Kazakhstan Border-Zone, the potential of regional sources, Based on the material

Rudneva, O. S. (2023). Regional Features of Demographic Processes in the Russian-Kazakh
Cross-Border Region, Population, no. 3, pp. 30-42.

Diener, A. (2002). National Territory and the Reconstruction of History in Kazakhstan, Eurasian
Geography and Economics, v. 43, no. 8, pp. 632—650.

Golunov, S. V., McDermott, R. N. (2005). Border Security in Kazakhstan, Threats, Policies and
Future Challenges, The Journal of Slavic Military Studies, v. 1, pp. 31-58.

Kosygina, L. (2016). Re-nationalisation, inter-nationalisation, and supra-nationalisation in the
re/production of transnational social space(s), the case of Kazakhstanis residing in Novosibirsk,
Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, iss. 6, pp. 1026—1043.

Mavlyanova, N. G., Lipatov, V. A., Tiefenbacher, J. P. (2021). Regional Cooperative Disaster
Risk Management in Central Asian Borderlands, Journal of Borderlands Studies, v. 38, iss. 3,
pp. 417-439.

Smith, J. (2016). The Transformation of Soviet Republic Borders to International Borders:
Competing Concepts of the Kazakhstan-Russia Border, Journal of Borderlands Studies, v. 32,
iss. 1, pp. 91-104.

About authors

5/7



Migration in the Russia-Kazakhstan Border-Zone, the potential of regional sources, Based on the material

Andrey Aleksandrovich Avdashkin, Cand. of Sci. (History), Associate Professor, Chelyabinsk
State University, Faculty of History and Philology, Department of Political Science and
International Relations, Chelyabinsk, Russia, 8-951-123-37-93, adrianmaricka@mail.ru

Grant information

This article was prepared with the financial support of the Russian Science Foundation grant
(no. 25-28-01152) «Migration and the Russian Frontier in Asia: Mobility Practices,
Transnationalism, and Challenges to Sustainable Development», https://rscf.ru/project/25-28-0
1152/

The article was received in the editorial office on 29.01.2025, recommended for publication on
20.12.2025.

You can read completely article in the russian historic-archival magazine “The Herald of
an Archivist”. Read more about terms of subscription here.

MonHocTblo MaTepuan Ny6nmkyeTcs B pPOCCUMCKOM UCTOPUKO-apXUBOBELYECKOM
xypHane BECTHUK APXUBUCTA. O3HakOMbTeCb C YCNOBUSAAMM NOANUCKU 30€eCh .

6/7


https://rscf.ru/project/25-28-01152/
https://rscf.ru/project/25-28-01152/
http://www.arhivemagazine.com/subscribe.html
http://www.vestarchive.ru/podpiska.html

Migration in the Russia-Kazakhstan Border-Zone, the potential of regional sources, Based on the material

717



