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Abstract

The study of the history of everyday Soviet life in the post-war period is a pressing area in
contemporary historiography. Researchers employ various methods and approaches to
analyzing this phenomenon. This article attempts to expand the source base for such research.
As a source for the history of everyday Soviet life in the late 1950s and early 1960s, the author
analyzes the monograph "On Applied Art: Some Theoretical Issues" by M. S. Kagan, a
renowned Russian specialist in aesthetics, theory, and philosophy of culture, published in 1961
by the "Artist of the RSFSR" publishing house. The author draws on materials from the Central
State Archive of Literature and Art in St. Petersburg, which have previously received little
attention from researchers. These are files from the collection of the "Artist of the RSFSR"
publishing house, as well as materials from a discussion of M. S. Kagan's book at a joint
meeting of the Criticism and Art Criticism Section and the Decorative and Applied Arts Section
of the Leningrad Branch of the Union of Soviet Artists of the RSFSR on June 6, 1962. The
history of M. S. Kagan's text is examined within the conceptual framework of the "chamber
propaganda plan" paradigm, understood as a set of measures and initiatives that largely
determined the specifics of everyday life and the logic of organizing the living environment of
Soviet citizens during the period under review. Analyzing the book's content, the context of its
publication, and its reception by the professional community, the author identifies a specific
moment in the stylistic transition from the lush late Stalinist "triumph" style to the much more
intimate and minimalist "new style" of the Thaw, commensurate with the life of the individual.
However, this transition (like M. S. Kagan's text) is not examined from an art historical
perspective, but rather as markers of changes in the realm of Soviet everyday life. Kagan's use
of specific quotes from N. S. Khrushchev's speeches in his text allows us to connect this stylistic
transition with the new tenets of Soviet policy. The author of the book links the problem of
artistic image in applied art to the changing strategies of "chamber propaganda" during the
transition from late Stalinism to the Thaw era. Thus, the article emphasizes the heuristic
potential of materials on the history of domestic applied/industrial art as sources for the history
of Soviet everyday life in the 1950s and 1960s. The relevance of applied art theory is viewed as
directly linked to the relevance of the new state policy, and the seemingly abstract problems of
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image organization in art are seen as influencing the specifics of chamber propaganda, which
shaped the culture of Soviet citizens during the Thaw period.
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