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Abstract

The paper examines the procedures for issuing and certifying otpiskas, a type of document
widely used in office practice in the 16th and 17th centuries. Their functional purpose
corresponds to modern receipts and vouchers. They serve as a source for studying
socioeconomic history. Otpiskas were issued by secular and ecclesiastical authorities upon
payment of taxes and fees, and were also issued in the course of business transactions
between corporate owners—monasteries and private individuals. The study of otpiskas is based
on materials from the archives of the Tikhvin Dormition Monastery for the period 1590-1660. A
comparative analysis of 162 documents examines the text structures, authentication methods,
and information content. It is concluded that the design and certification of otpiskas issued by
officials depended on the status of the payment recipient. The first group includes receipts
issued by clerks at the Novgorod Palace Prikaz for the receipt of yamskoy (postal fees),
polonyanichny (captives), datochny (tax payments), military personnel's salaries, and fishing
dues. Using the receipts for the payment of fishing dues by the Dormition Tikhvin Monastery,
issued by clerks, it is shown that the receipts from 1590-1602 systematically referenced specific
charters granting the land to the monastery and also included the names of previous quitrent
payers. After the Time of Troubles, the previous form was used only once, and the amount of
data provided was reduced. Such receipts were certified by a clerk's signature and a sub-clerk's
certificate. The procedure for issuing and authenticating receipts issued for the same payments
by local officials acting under the mandate of the Novgorod authorities was also analyzed. The
right to collect was granted to clerks and service people. Otpiskas in this group generally follow
the structure of the text of otpiskas issued by the Novgorod Palace Prikaz, but the methods of
their authentication varied — handwritten inscriptions by clerks, annotations and handwritten
notes by service people, and, in rare cases, applied seals. Corporate owners and individuals
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were free to choose the form of otpiska. They could follow both the official templates and the
forms of private law acts, beginning with the phrases «se az» and «memory of me». The
authentication methods for this group of otpiskas also varied. The study shows that in the 17th
century, there was no understanding of the need for uniformity in the preparation of payment
documents, which is important to consider when determining their authenticity.

Keywords

Russia after the Time of Troubles, the Assumption Tikhvin Monastery, the Novgorod Palace
Prikaz, 17th century office work, letters of intent, letters of intent clauses, taxes, quitrent, clergy,
metropolitan and monastery servants, service people, nobles, boyar children, labial elders.

Download the article: abeleniseva doi

References

3/6


images/stories/abelentseva_doi_2026_2.pdf

Methods of registration and authentication of inscriptions in the 1590s-1660s, Based on materials from th

Bashnin, N. V. (2022). Formation of a Culture of Office Work in Russia in the 14th — Early 16th
Centuries, Science Journal of VolSU, History, Area Studies, International Relations, v. 27, no. 5,
pp. 52—-67.

Varentsova, L. Yu. (2019). Novgorod Palace Prikaz in the 17th Century, Tyumen State
University Herald. Humanities Research. Humanitates, v. 5, No. 3 (19), pp. 161-172.

Elchaninova, O. Yu. (2016). Specifics of the Form and the Diversity of Russian Charters of the
17th Century, Actual Problems of Russian Law, no. 10 (71), pp. 21-26.

Kachalkin, A. N. (1988). Genres of Russian Documents in the Pre-Petrine Era, Parts 1-2,
Moscow, Moscow University publ., 119+120 p.

Kashtanov, S. M. (1988). Historian's Library, Russian Diplomacy, Moscow, Vysshaya Shkola
publ., 229 p.

Kovalenko, Ya. Yu. (2011). Genres of Business Correspondence of the 17th Century, Decree
and Reply, Based on the «Acts of the Iversky Svyatoozersky Monastery», Vestnik of the St.
Petersburg State University, Series 9, Philology, Oriental Studies, Journalism, Iss. 2, pp.
122—-128.

Leonova, Yu. Yu. (2023). Lexical and Stylistic Aspects of Petition Analysis, Modern Humanities
Success, no. 11, pp. 138—-142.

Matsuk, M. A. (2021). «Internal» Records Management of the Voivodeship and Volost
Authorities of the Northern Districts of European Russia in the 17th Century, Historical and
Cultural Problems of Northern Countries and Regions, no. 4 (56), pp. 6—106.

Kurdyumov, M. G., Platonov, S. F. (Eds) (1908). Russian Historical Library, v. 25, Acts of the
Lodom Church of the Arkhangelsk Diocese, St. Petersburg, M. A. Alexandrov publ., VIII, 28,

4/6



Methods of registration and authentication of inscriptions in the 1590s-1660s, Based on materials from th

312 p., 42 columns, 27.

Schmidt, S. O., Knyazkov, S. E. (1985). Records Management of Government Institutions of
Russia in the 16th—17th Centuries, Moscow, MGIAI, 102 p.

Axtell, J., Smith, L. M., Tervo, W. (2017). The advent of accounting in business governance,
From ancient scribes to modern practitioners, International Journal of Business Governance
and Ethics, no. 12 (1), pp. 21-46.

Bushkovitch, P. (1978). Taxation, tax farming, and merchants in sixteenth-century Russia,
Slavic Review, no. 37 (3), pp. 381-398.

Doane, A. N. (2019). Documenting the Demise of Old English, The Legacy of a Royal Writ from
Cnut to Henry Il, The Journal of English and Germanic Philology, v. 118, no. 4, pp. 439-467.

Fenton, A. G. P. (2020). Royal Authority, Regional Integrity, The Function and Use of
Anglo-Saxon Writ Formulae, The Languages of Early Medieval Charters, Brill's Series on the
Early Middle Ages, v. 27, pp. 4127439.

Snook, B. (2015). The Anglo-Saxon Chancery, The History, Language and Production of
Anglo-Saxon Charters from Alfred to Edgar, Woodbridge, The Boydell Press, 252 p.

About authors

Abelentseva O. A., Candidate of Historical Sciences, St. Petersburg Institute of History of the
Russian Academy of Sciences, Department of Medieval History of Russia, Senior Scientific

5/6



Methods of registration and authentication of inscriptions in the 1590s-1660s, Based on materials from th

Researcher, St. Petersburg, Russia, +7-911-297-99-54, oaabelen@mail.ru

The article was received in the editorial office on 16.04.2025, recommended for publication on
20.03.2026

You can read completely article in the russian historic-archival magazine “The Herald of
an Archivist”. Read more about terms of subscription here.

MonHocTblo MaTepuan Ny6nmkyeTcs B pPOCCUMCKOM UCTOPUKO-apXUBOBELYECKOM
xypHane BECTHUK APXUBUCTA. O3HakoMbTeCb C YCNOBUSAMM NOAMNUCKU 30€Ch .

6/6


http://www.arhivemagazine.com/subscribe.html
http://www.vestarchive.ru/podpiska.html

