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file of Count T. Leszczyc—Grabianka 1807—1826

Abstract

The paper examines the investigative case of Tadeusz Leszczyc-Grabianka (1807), which
became one of the largest political trials in Russia in the first quarter of the 19th century. T.
Grabianka was a Polish count, one of the founders of the Avignon Society (1778), who held the
position of a "king" in the society. The society practiced alchemy and theurgy and had a
complicated ritual and hierarchical system. Members of the society awaited the second coming
of Jesus Christ in 1835. At various times, prominent European Freemasons joined the society.
In the early 19th century, the leaders of Avignon Society began to move from Avignon to St.
Petersburg. In 1805-1806 more than sixty Russian followers joined the society. The authorities
took notice of the new religious organization, which was led by emigrants from France. In 1807
the society's leader T. Grabianka was placed under arrest and interrogated. His servants, the
Frenchmen Lyman and Simonin, were brought in to assist in the investigation. The investigation
was closed after T. Grabianka's death in October 1807. Despite the incomplete nature of the
investigation, the case contains rich material for characterizing religious processes in Russian
society in the early 19th century the Avignon Society attracted the attention of European
historians, and its activities were also studied by leading Russian scholars of Freemasonry.
However, the materials of T. Grabianka's investigation file has received virtually no analysis in
the scientific literature. It is housed in the Russian State Historical Archive (RGIA). The
investigative materials are divided into three parts. Two parts contain interrogations,
testimonies, and the investigators' conclusions. The third part contains the society's documents
in French. Analysis of the materials reveals that some documents and investigative materials
disappeared from the case during the investigation stage. The objective of the study is to
describe the documents of the "T. Leszczyc-Grabianka’s File", determine their completeness
and state of preservation, review the investigation, and evaluate the results. The article employs
a chronological-problem approach, historical-comparative, and historical-genetic methods. The
investigation concluded that the Avignon Society was a destructive sect, dangerous to the
Russian state. In Russia, members of the society included individuals from Alexander I's inner
circle. The infighting among court factions led to an investigation into T. Grabianka's activities.
However, the emperor was unwilling to disclose the names of the society's Russian members.
The investigation was terminated, the investigators' findings were ignored by Alexander |, and
the documents were archived. Society members R. A. Koshelev and A. N. Golitsyn emerged
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victorious, while the initiator of the investigation N. N. Novosiltsev lost and was forced to leave
the political arena.
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